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FareWellDock 

Goals 

• Es�ma�on of the rela�ve harms associated with tail docking and tail bi�ng 

• Evalua�on of efficacy of preven�ve measures against tail bi�ng which could reliably reduce the 

need for tail docking 

• proper use of enrichment 

• good health of pigs 

• early detec�on 

⇒ Supplying necessary informa�on for quan�ta�ve risk assessment and s�mula�ng the develop-

ment towards a non-docking policy in the EU  

Work Packages 

WP 1: Short- and long-term effects on welfare of tail docking and tail bi�ng 

• Evalua�on and allevia�on of acute and chronic pain of tail docking and damage in pigs of different 

ages 

WP 2: Tail bi�ng and enrichment  

• Assessment methods for proper use of manipulable material; Feasibility of straw use and the rela-

�ve effects of straw use and tail docking to reduce the risk of tail bi�ng 

WP 3: Iden�fica�on of individual and group characteris�cs predisposing pigs to tail bi�ng 

• Rela�onship between reduced health and tail bi�ng; Using behaviour to predict tail bi�ng on indi-

vidual and pen level  

Partners  

 

Further informa�on: anna.valros@helsinki.fi   

Na�onal contacts UK: sandra.edwards@newcastle.ac.uk and 

   dale.sandercock@sruc.ac.uk  

FareWellDock Website: www.farewelldock.eu 

Ending tail docking and tail biting in the EU - Hazard characterization 

and exposure assessment of a major pig welfare problem 


